Romans 16:1-27 




HCC 5-8-10 
To God Be the Glory
(theme - When you are involved in ministry your life and relationships are changed by the many people you connect with. Life can be bitter-sweet because of the changes in those relationships, but God remains God of all of life.)
Today we come to the end of this series on the book of Romans. I have really enjoyed digging deep in this book and sharing the gospel with you. I have prayed and continue to pray that this word of God will fill your life and guide you every day. 

Even though it seems like this is just a bunch of names that Paul includes in this chapter 16, it is so much more than that. Remember this too is the Word of God. The inspired Word of God. It has a message for us and things to apply to our lives.

Let’s begin with the first two verses of Romans 16.

Phoebe is named here. Paul commends her to the believers in Rome. Commend – recommendation – How does it feel when you get a good commendation?
Called a sister. Not biological but a partner in ministry. One who is close. 

Servant of the church in Cenchrea. The word servant here is the word deacon. Cenchrea is the port city for Corinth. Paul wrote this letter in Corinth and we believe that he gives it to Phoebe who takes it to Rome. 

Paul asks the Roman believers to accept her and help her. Probably not help financially as much as helping her make the right connections while in Rome. 

Evidently Phoebe was a single woman or single again who was well to do. No husband is mentioned. What is mentioned is that she was a great help to many people including Paul. The sense of the words used here is patron. She provided financially for the needs of Paul and others.

With it being Mother’s Day we might also ask if she had children. We don’t know. But we do know that she cared for and loved many people, doing what she could to help as a single woman.

So we recognize that Phoebe brings this letter to the leaders of the churches in Rome. They read through it and then this letter is read in the various churches in Rome.
Here is where Paul mentions 26 people and others connected with them. Remember Paul has not been to Rome before. These are people whom Paul has met elsewhere on his travels. They are now in Rome. By mentioning these people by name Paul shows that these people are known and valued. A question for us today is how well do you know and value others around you? 

I know that it can be difficult to remember the names of others. But if you take the time to say “Please tell me your name again,” it shows that you do care and value the other person.  Take time to greet one another and share a story of what is happening. Let this be a place where people are known and valued.

Let’s go through this list of names and see the comments that Paul makes about them.  

3Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. 4They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them. 5Greet also the church that meets at their house. 
Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in the province of Asia. 
6Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you. 
7Greet Andronicus and Junias, my relatives who have been in prison with me. They are outstanding among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was. 
8Greet Ampliatus, whom I love in the Lord. 
9Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my dear friend Stachys. 
10Greet Apelles, tested and approved in Christ. 
Greet those who belong to the household of Aristobulus. 
11Greet Herodion, my relative. 
Greet those in the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord. 
12Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women who work hard in the Lord. 
Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord. 
13Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, too. (tradition says that this Rufus is the same as the one mentioned in Mark 15 as the son of Simon the Cyrene who was compelled to carry the cross for Jesus)

14Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the brothers with them. 
15Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas and all the saints with them. 
16Greet one another with a holy kiss. (what is the holy kiss? In our culture it is the handshake or hug)

All the churches of Christ send greetings.
Take a couple of minutes right now to greet one another. If you don’t know someone’s name ask them. Tell each other “I am glad that you are here!”

Today I am especially glad that Mike and Mary Wheaton and  James are here. They have decided to officially join Heartland. Mike and Mary first started coming on August 30 of last year. Over the next couple of months they started coming on a regular basis and got involved in a variety of ways. They went through the membership classes and decided to officially join our membership. In recognition of that Mike and Mary I ask you to come up here and publicly affirm your relationship to Jesus Christ and your desire to become a member of Heartland Community Church.

As we come back now to the last few verses of Romans 16 Paul lays out what can be called a scam alert – watch out for those who cause divisions and teach false things. Read v17-18
Paul has just finished greeting and honoring many people. But now he says not all people who claim to be Christian are to be trusted and believed. There are some who cause problems and lead people away from the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul’s advice is keep away from them. Set boundaries. Recognize that some people are just wrong in how they understand Christianity and the gospel. Some people are just out to serve themselves rather than Jesus Christ. They may be smooth talkers. They may flatter you. They may try to get others to say that what God says is wrong is not really wrong. That is the lie of Satan from the very beginning of time. 
It is like the scams that go around today. Don’t be deceived. The word of God does not change. 

Paul continues v19-21
Paul is commending these Roman believers for their obedience. He is confident that they are growing in the gospel. He just wants to remind them of the truth so that they don’t fall. Be innocent of evil. That is don’t allow anything evil to have any place in your life. Continue to be transformed into the likeness of Jesus Christ.
It is in v20 that Paul mentions Satan for the first and only time in the book of Romans. This should tell us something about our focus in our Christian lives. Focus on Jesus Christ and giving God the glory. Do not focus on battling against Satan. Focus on doing the right that is laid out in the gospel. God will take care of Satan. Paul says the God of peace will crush Satan. Peace and crush do not seem to go together. What this tells me is the total evilness and disobedience of Satan against God who is sovereign over all. 

21Timothy, my fellow worker, sends his greetings to you, as do Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my relatives. 
22I, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in the Lord. 
Tertius is the scribe for Paul. Paul speaks and Tertius writes. From this and other epistles it appears that due to the stonings and beatings that Paul received he is not able to write very well. We don’t know if it was due to crushed hands or poor eyesight. In a couple of the epistles Paul writes the ending in large letters. 
23Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his greetings. Erastus, who is the city’s director of public works, and our brother Quartus send you their greetings. 
Paul concludes this book with this wonderful doxology of praise to God and blessing upon the Roman believers. V. 25-27

God will establish them in the gospel. God will strengthen them. The same is true for you here today. God will help you. God is with you. God will continue to reveal himself to you through the gospel. Don’t turn away from the gospel. Don’t forget to meet together. Continue to greet one another and accept one another in the name of Jesus Christ. Let God be glorified in all you do and say. 
Dear people of Heartland may God bless you as we are apart for a while. 
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Scripture:  Romans 6:1-27

Series: God Changes Sinners into Saints

Message: To God Be the Glory

Paul’s last greetings and words of encouragement

1. Phoebe is commended

2. 26 specific people are greeted by name along with others.  They are known and valued.  How well do you know and value others? 

3. A scam alert – watch out for those who cause divisions and teach false things

4. The one time Satan is mentioned in Romans is in v.20. Satan will be crushed.

5. Let the Gospel be proclaimed so that God is exulted. 


