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Future Plans
(theme -  How should you make plans for the future? Paul tells of making his bold plans prayerfully, carefully and with flexibility as he sought God’s will.)
Lois and I have been making plans for our Sabbatical trip. It has taken a lot of planning to get everything lined up. The preparations have been exciting, but we are getting even more excited as we realize we will be leaving in 10 days. 
I also am having fun preparing these last messages on Romans because they fit so well with what is going on. 
Last week we looked at the middle section of Romans 15 where the message was you are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another. You have all this because of the working of the Holy Spirit in your lives and in this church of Jesus Christ. You have just what is needed.
Today our focus is on making plans for the future. Through the funds that were given to us by the Lilly Foundation Lois and I are able to travel to a variety of places and walk in the footsteps of Jesus and Paul and the Reformers.  Yes, we will be going to Corinth where Paul wrote this letter to the Romans. We will be going to Jerusalem and other areas in Israel where Jesus and the disciples walked. We will see where Paul was held prisoner in Caesarea, before being shipped off to Rome. 

Our plans for all that are made. We have made copies of our itinerary and maps. But this will still only happen by the grace of God. A couple of weeks ago the volcanic ash filled the skies and flights were canceled. Right now the skies are clear enough. What will it be like in 10 days? What will it be like when we have to make other flights? Only God knows. 
Here are the words of Paul in Romans 15:23-33 as he shares his plans and requests.

Paul’s ambitions and passion were to proclaim the gospel in areas where it had not been proclaimed before. He writes about his ambition to go to Spain and proclaim the gospel and start churches there. He tells them that he will visit them on his way to Spain. But before that he has one other task that he feels compelled to accomplish. He wants to go to Jerusalem and bring the believers there the contributions raised among the Gentile churches. Paul is in effect telling them that he was going to take a 2000 mile detour before visiting them.
Why is this detour to Jerusalem so important to Paul? 

1) his commitment to the poor 
2) the unity of the church across ethnic lines, especially Jew and Gentile 
3) the experience of joy and refreshment in meeting with the Jerusalem believers
These are quite the plans and requests that Paul is telling them about. Let’s investigate this more carefully and see how this scripture applies to us today.

First all we see Paul laying out his heart before them. He tells them about his dreams, ambitions, hopes, fears and plans.  He is being transparent with them. He also tells them what he needs from them. Paul had already begun expressing his desire to be with them in chapter 1:8-15. 

What is he asking for?

A good visit as they enjoy each other’s company. V24 and v32 be refreshed.  Paul has a great desire to meet personally with these Roman believers. 

Assistance for the journey to Spain.  Paul is making an appeal for funds to do missionary work in Spain. He is taking an offering raised by churches in Macedonia and Achaia to help the poor in Jerusalem. Those funds were designated for that cause. He will need to raise support for his new venture into Spain and so he asks for support from the Roman believers. 
Paul also asks that they join in the prayer struggle. – more about his later

Let’s talk about making plans.  We need to make plans for most things in life.
jobs - plan to get up to get to work and how to get there and the attitude you will have about work.

cleaning - what are you going to do first

vacation - where to go, when, what to take along etc.

We need to make our plans, but our plans need to be based on what God would want of us.  If we are simply planning for our own selfish interest our plans will fail.  

Proverbs 14:12   There is a way which seems right to a man but in the end it leads to death.

James 4:13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”
People don't really direct their own lives because we cannot control our circumstances. We cannot control our environment. An earthquake or tornado shows this so vividly. We cannot control what goes on around us. We do not control our lives, God does.

So as we make our plans – and we do need to make plans – we need to make them under the will of God being flexible to what God will do with us and our plans. 

Paul was a man who made plans.  Here Paul informed the Romans what his plans were to go to Jerusalem and deliver the contribution. He is doing this with several of the Gentile church leaders. They are doing it together so that there is some protection for it not to be stolen and protection in that they were not being dishonest with the gifts. Notice that Paul says they were pleased to make it. It was not something that was coerced. It was not something Paul had demanded of them. It was a gift from Gentile believers who did not have very much themselves. 

Paul also says that they owe it to them. The reason for saying this was that Christianity had begun in Jerusalem among the Jews. The Jews had shared a spiritual blessing with the Gentiles and now the Gentiles could share a material blessing. 

Paul also calls the contribution “this fruit.” That refers to the fact that the generosity of the Gentile believers was the fruit of their salvation. It came out of thankful heart. 

Then after he was finished with the detour to Jerusalem he would come to Rome for a while before going on to Spain. He wanted to go to Rome before this but had not been able to come.  There were other things that needed to be done.   

15:29 I know that when I come to you, I will come in the full measure of the blessing of Christ.
Here, I believe, Paul is saying that he has been and is doing and will do the will of God. Because he is doing as God desires he will have the blessing of Christ upon him. Having the blessing of Christ does not mean that there will be an absence of troubles. What is means is having the sure knowledge and conviction that what I am doing is the will of God and he will be with me no matter what will happen. But it is all under the will of God. 
After saying this Paul urged them to pray for him. None of his plans were a done deal. A lot of things could happen. Pray for me. The words Paul uses are join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. The word struggle involves intense activity. The word was originally used of athletic events, especially gymnastics, in which contestants, such as wrestlers or boxers, struggled against each other. Prayer is always a struggle against sin and evil whether that evil is within us or around us.
Paul is asking for specific help through their prayers. He is asking for three things here. Pray that I may be safe in Judea that is protect me from the unbelievers, secondly that that the gifts we bring to the believers in Jerusalem will be accepted in the spirit they were given. And third that I can come to you with joy.

Consider why he is making these requests.

First of we need to remember that prayer is the means by which we ask for God’s help and direction and blessing. Paul believed and taught that prayer is essential for us as believers. So join in the struggle of praying to God for me. 

Let’s consider what actually happened 

Acts 21 tells the story of how he has a good sea voyage and lands in Tyre. They stay with believers for 7 days. Paul is warned about going to Jerusalem. 

You might ask why he might expect trouble in Jerusalem. In reviewing Paul’s life you need to remember that he was a very strong and high ranking Jew prior to his conversion. He was one of those persecuting the believers of Jesus Christ. But he was now a traitor to the Jewish cause. They did not like Paul. The Jewish leaders had frequently sent out people to disrupt his missionary journeys. They had caused Paul and the churches he started a lot of trouble. 
From Tyre they continued their sea voyage down the coast to Ptolemis for a day and then on to Caesarea. This is where King Herod had built a big harbor and a wonderful city.  Once again Paul was warned about being imprisoned. But Paul continues his travels inland from Caesarea to Jerusalem where he is warmly received. (Acts 21:17)
The first part of the prayer is answered. He has had a good journey and is warmly received.
But when Paul is in Jerusalem Jewish people begin rioting and seize Paul and begin beating him. He is protected when the Roman commander comes to check what is going on. Prayer is answered even though he received a beating. But he was also able to proclaim his testimony and the gospel to the crowd.
Later he was about to be flogged by the Romans but he told them about his Roman citizenship and was spared.  Prayer answered.

In Acts 23:11 God gives his word to Paul that Paul would proclaim the gospel in Rome. 
In Acts 23:12ff is the story of Jews conspiring to kill Paul. God brings about events so that Paul's nephew hears about the threat. It is reported to the Roman commander who actually listens and provides an army escort for Paul to Governor Felix in Caesarea. Prayer answered. Paul is kept safe.
For a little over 2 years he is held prisoner in Caesarea. During this time he is able to speak with Roman leaders telling them about the gospel of Jesus Christ. Meanwhile the Jews continued to try find ways to kill Paul. 
Paul’s ambition you need to remember was to proclaim the gospel where it had not been proclaimed before. Because of being held prisoner he could not go and do that. But God brought to him people who needed to hear the gospel. 

Paul’s plans and the prayers are not being answered in the way he had hoped. But he does not despair. He waits for God to act. 

Finally the Roman Governor Festus and King Agrippa send him to Rome as a prisoner. Paul is on his way to Rome. But this journey is not an easy one. They run into a big storm that lasted 14 days before they were shipwrecked on Malta. On the beach while picking up firewood Paul is bitten by a poisonous snake. God spared Paul’s life in each case. Prayer was answered. Finally Paul arrives in Rome. As a prisoner he was allowed freedom to preach about the kingdom of God and teach about Jesus Christ. 
Prayer answered. He was able to meet with believers in Rome and enjoy proclaiming the gospel even though he was a prisoner.

We don’t know if he ever made it to Spain. We are not told.

Please be people who join in the struggle to pray to God. You can have an amazing influence in the world for good through prayer. God calls us to join him in shaping history as we pray for our world and the leaders of our world. Through prayer we influence the wills of our friends and our enemies. Through prayer we influence the wills of our children and spouse and neighbors. The amount of transforming good you can do by prayer is incalculable. Don't neglect this great work God has given you. 

I ask you to be in prayer for Lois and myself as we take this Sabbatical. Pray for the council in their work and Garry as he leads this summer. Pray that God will grow Heartland both spiritually and in number. Pray that God is glorified in your life and in the life of Heartland. Pray. 

Heartland Community Church

Pastor Jim Hoogeveen       


      May 2, 2010

Scripture:  Romans 15:23-32

Series: God Changes Sinners into Saints

Message: Future Plans

Plans are being made.

1. Paul made plans for what he would be doing. Lois and I have made plans for our Sabbatical. Plans are made for what will happen here at Heartland.

2. Paul tells them about his dreams, ambitions, hopes, fears and plans to make a 2000 mile detour before going to Rome.

3. Paul asks for a good visit, assistance for his travel to Spain and prayer that things go well.

4. When making plans remember to make them according to God’s will.

5. Paul requested that they struggle with him in prayer. Pray for …

a. Safety in Judea 

b. The gifts brought to the believers in Jerusalem would be accepted in the spirit they were given. 

c. The journey so I can come to you with joy.

6. Acts 21 to 28 tell the story of how the prayers were fulfilled.

