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(theme - How much do you need to know in order to instruct someone else? Paul told the Roman believers that he felt they were competent because God had given to them knowledge and spiritual gifts.)
As we continue our study in Romans 15, Paul has some important words that are directed to the people in Rome that I will apply to you who are here today. He also tells them why he wrote to them the way he did, and tells about his motivations. 

Last week we finished with 15:13 which is Paul’s benediction to the people of Rome and a benediction – that is a prayer of blessing to us today.  Read it.

May you be people filled with joy and peace and overflowing with hope. 

I want to remind you how this happens. It does not happen because things are going so well. It happens in spite of bad circumstances. It can only happen when we realize that we are sinners and that our only hope is found in Jesus Christ. Because Jesus died for our sins, God grants grace to those who are called to be his people. We live by faith and there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. It is by God’s mercy we are being transformed into the image of Jesus Christ.  We are learning how to accept and love one another even as Christ accepted us. Above all, we are learning how to glorify God in every area of our lives. 
Because all this is going on we can be people filled with joy and peace and overflowing with hope. 

Because of all this Paul says he is convinced of something.

Let’s read about it in Romans 15:14-22

What is Paul convinced of?
He lists three things in 14.  “I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another.”
As you think about those things how would you initially rate yourself?  On a scale of 1 to 10 with 1 being horrible and 10 being fantastic how would you rate yourself in regard to being full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another?

Now you have to realize that Paul is saying this to the believers in Rome who have been reading all that we previously studied in this book of Romans. 

No one can rate a 10 because we all have room to improve. No one who is a true believer can rate a 1 because we are being formed into the image of Jesus Christ. He is at work in our life and therefore if we say 1 we are not giving the Holy Spirit the credit he deserves. And it is just because of the work of the Holy Spirit that Paul can say that these Roman believers are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another. It is the reason I can say to you – yes each one of you – you are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another.

Let me tell you about this using the biblical perspective and in particular the perspective of Romans which we have been studying.

--You are full of goodness

Not that there is no sin.  Not that everything you do is right.  But you are full of goodness.  You really do love and care for each other.  You try to be considerate of each other. You respond to those who have hurts and burdens and concerns. In general your relationship with each is in good order.  You try to do what is right.  You are maturing as Christians.  You are full of goodness primarily because of the work of the Holy Spirit in your life.
--You are complete in knowledge

Not that you know everything.  But that you know the truth of the word of God.  You know what God requires.  You have what is called a godly world view.  You know that God is in charge of the universe.  He is sovereign. You are willing to trust the perspective of scripture on life and death and meaning and values of all of reality.  You know that faith in Jesus is the only way to be saved. You know many of the commands of God about how we are to live in this world while we struggle with our old nature and try by the power of the Spirit to live in a new way. You know that one day when Jesus comes again you will enjoy eternity together with him and all who believe upon him. Again this is not in the sense that there is no more to learn.  It is from the perspective of you are doing well.  The Holy Spirit guides you into all wisdom and knowledge.
--You are competent to instruct one another.

Not that you all are excellent teachers.  But that by your lives, examples and words you are able to handle the problems you face.  You are able to provide insight and possible answers. You are able to admonish and encourage each other. You can teach and instruct. You are competent because you have the Holy Spirit in you.
With this kind of compliment comes the challenge to continually improve in these things.  We always need to be working on our relationships with others.  We always need to be learning.  Others will always need help.  We need to be improving in all these areas, but recognize that what you do have is good.  It is great.  You have what is needed.  

But Paul has written all this stuff to them. Why write all of it when they had so much going for them? He says…
2--My duty was to teach and remind you of the truth

Paul talks about a priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God.  He says he writes quite boldly on some points.  After the compliment he is saying that he had to write what he did in the previous chapters because God had given him a duty to remind them of the truth of the gospel. Because the gospel is guaranteed to offend we need to be aware of the attacks that come against the church and us as individual believers. 
We need the reminder because of the attacks against the gospel and the church. Attacks come from the outside by atheists and agnostics and other worldly people who push aside the gospel. This world is antagonistic toward Christianity. It has always been and always will be.  There have been times in history when it seems that it has not been as bad. But I believe that is just one of Satan’s tactics to get believers and the church off balance. When things are going well and there is not much challenge to Christian beliefs people sometimes become spiritually weak. They don’t see reasons to grow in knowledge and develop a stronger faith. 

In the United States we find ourselves in the midst of the cultural dynamics of tolerance and plurality of religions. The message being proclaimed and demanded is that people do not take the position that Jesus is the only way to salvation. They proclaim that as long as a person believes in something and lives a good life that will lead to a good future for them. Paul has totally contradicted that by writing boldly that all are sinners and Jesus is the only way to salvation. We need to be reminded of the truth. The Bible says we are in the midst of a battle against Satan and his evil forces. He wants to discourage us and defeat us, and to make us feel angry and hostile. He knows how to do it, and he never lets up. We need to be reminded that as we follow the gospel Jesus has won the victory and we need to live the gospel. 

This need for bold reminders is seen in that from the time of Paul to our time today there are people who are inside the church who say the gospel needs to be refined to meet the attitudes of people today. Get rid of some things and allow other things that the Bible declares sinful. 
The gospel is under siege and we need to do our part in defending the truth. Yes, God will always see that the gospel is proclaimed and that there will always be believers. But we need to proclaim the gospel. We need the bold reminders because it is so easy to forget.  We need reminders.  The messages to the 7 churches in the book of Revelation very clearly show the importance of being reminded of the truth.  
There are many forces against us and we are distracted by the busyness of life. What is more important? A good job and good pay or time for God, time for family? Will you take time for God and fellow believers? Take time to read the Word and pray?
We need the reminders that we need to keep our spiritual fervor and serve the Lord by using the spiritual gifts he has given us. 

Paul proclaimed the message of the gospel boldly. He did it wherever he went. Paul says he proclaimed the gospel from Jerusalem to Illyricum. Illyricum is the territory northwest of Greece. It is across the Adriatic Sea from Italy. Paul in his missionary journeys proclaimed the gospel throughout an immense area. When he says I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ throughout that area, it does not mean that every person in those regions heard him. He is saying that he proclaimed the gospel in those areas. It was always about the gospel. He proclaimed it and left the results to God. In some places he beaten. Other places he was run out of town. But everywhere the gospel was proclaimed and people heard and believed in Jesus Christ. 

He did it in the power of the Spirit – signs and miracles – yes more miracles at the time of the early church, but God can do anything he wants at any time. He can work miracles today. God is working miracles of life transformation. We just need to be aware of where he is at work. 

What are we supposed to do with the gospel?

V16,19,20 – proclaim the gospel of God

18-19 Show people the gospel by our actions
We can’t transform people and many times when we tell others about Jesus and invite them to come and hear there seems to be no response, but it is not our responsibility to change people. That is the work of the Spirit. The Spirit of God empowers the gospel. He uses us to proclaim and show the gospel. My greatest joy and ambition is to let Jesus work through me to proclaim the gospel. I want his mission to be accomplished as lives are transformed. 

V20 Paul says my ambition is to proclaim the gospel where it is not known. For Paul it was new territories. He said that was the reason he had not gone to Rome before. Others had already proclaimed the gospel there and started churches. Paul was going to go to new territories. 

For us it is the person who has not yet placed their faith in Christ. It is the person who needs to be reminded of the gospel. A couple of weeks ago we focused on the great commission which told us to make disciples wherever we go and teach them.  Because you are a disciple of Jesus you are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another. You are able. 
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May you be people filled with joy and peace and overflowing with hope. 

1. Paul’s belief about the believers in Rome. (see also Romans 1:8)

a. You are full of goodness

b. You are complete in knowledge

c. You are competent to instruct one another

2. Paul says his duty was to boldly teach and remind them of the truth. He did it in word and deed. We need to remind people about the gospel because…

a. of the many attacks against it 

b. it is so easy to slip away from the truth

c. there are many who still need to hear the gospel

While going about life as a believer in the gospel be filled with joy and peace and overflow with hope as you share the gospel of Jesus Christ with others by word and deed. 

