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A Spirit of Unity
(theme - So often people put each other down and try to get their own self-centered way. God’s desire is that we learn to love and accept each other as we pray for unity.)
We are coming back to Romans to finish the last two chapters of this fabulous book. There is some wonderful stuff that God wants us to hear and put into practice in these last two chapters. 

Today our focus is on Romans 15:1-13.

Follow along as I read them.  Here the call to unity and hope.
Paul started talking about the weak and the strong in chapter 14. The message there was “accept the weak.” “Don’t pass judgment on one another.” “Make every effort to do what leads to peace.” He continues that train of thought here in chapter 15. 
God’s desire is that we learn to love and accept each other. Life and Christianity does not focus on me.  Way too often Christians get self-centered in the way they attempt to live. The way I just said that was kind of general. The Christians out there somewhere get too self-centered. But dear people God is speaking to us right here this morning. Way too often we want things our way.  Way too often we are self-centered. We want others to conform to our standards of right and wrong and the way things should be done according to our way of thinking. 

The word of God is telling us don’t be self-centered, but rather consider your neighbor’s needs in order to build them up. Notice that it says we ought to bear with their failings. It does not mean that we condone what is happening. It does not mean that we set a lower common denominator on what is right. It does not mean that we ignore what God calls sin.  It tells us to bear with them so that eventually they become stronger in their faith and walk more closely to what God commands of us.  

The trouble is that sometimes instead of bearing with their failings we become a bear toward them. What would you do if you had a growling bear in front of you? I would probably run. I would not want to stay around.  Don’t scare off and chase away the weak. Rather we are to be people who care for each other in order to build each other up. Yes, we need to live and interact with each other in such a way that we help each other. We need to build our neighbor up. The scripture says please them for their good. Again this is not in the sense of agreeing with everything that others do. You can have a strong dislike for how some people talk or handle their finances or their attitude about life. But we need to decide how to bear with their failings and help them for their good, so that they are built up. 
Why should we do this? Paul must have been asked that question, because he gives us two reasons to live this way. The first in v 3.

For even Christ …  Jesus Christ is the supreme example of this as he did not live his life to please himself. He lived it in order to please his Father. He lived in such way as to build up his disciples and showed his loving care to so many others. He didn’t give up on his disciples when they had it all wrong. He didn’t give up on them when they ran. He didn’t give up on them when they were bickering with each other. 

Above all Jesus Christ gave himself up for our salvation. He died on the cross so that we might be joined to him. 
The second reason given by Paul is that “the scriptures were written to teach us.” Last week as we looked at Jesus’ great commission in the closing of Matthew 28 he commanded us to make disciples by teaching them all that is commanded. We need to be people of the word submitting to the authority of the word. As we study the word of God we see that our purpose here is to glorify God. God is glorified when his people live in unity and help each other grow spiritually. The word teaches us endurance and gives us encouragement as it shows that Jesus Christ indeed has all authority and he will be with us forever.  His power enables us to endure and his power enables us to please others for their good. 
This all leads to greater hope. Hope for now and an eternal hope.

Paul said in Corinthians that he became all things to all men that he might by all means save some.  I want to see us continue to meet people where they are at and try new things in order that some may be saved.  I passionately want more people to know and love Jesus.  I want them to discover him and the comfort, direction and wonderful hope that he alone can give.  I want this to happen so that there can be a life style change that takes place.

All of this will happen only through the power of God and as people, people like you, pray for God's leading and blessing.  People like you who are willing to consider your neighbor's good even if it means that things won't be quite the way you would prefer them for yourself.  

You seem to be willing to do that for your children. Your baby would die if you do not feed and care for him. 

You seem to recognize that principle in the business world.  A business would die - you would soon go broke if you did not look after the needs of the customer.

You do it for your spouse.  When people do not consider the needs of their spouse divorce happens.  There is death of the marriage.

Are you willing to consider the needs of your unbelieving neighbor who will die eternal death if you and others do not take time to spiritually care and feed them?

I'm going to ask each one of you to do something about this.   Are you be willing to do something to please one neighbor this week?  Remember don't intrude or be obnoxious about how you do this.  Are you willing to try this?  What I am asking you to do involves using the power that Christ gives us through his Spirit to show that you are a person who cares.  God has equipped you for ministry.  He has given you power to do ministry.  If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, He has empowered you for ministry. More on this next week.  But are you willing?

In verses 5-6 Paul moves from exhorting and challenging us to a prayer of blessing and he writes: “May God give you a spirit of unity.”

As believers in Christ we receive from God the help we need to endure.  Many of you here have put in many hours of work and service in order for Heartland to become what it is today.  You made choices, some hard choices, to stick with it and do the ministry God was calling you to do.  There most likely were times when you felt like quitting.  Some people did quit, but you have stuck with it and God is giving you the endurance you need.

He is also giving you the encouragement you need.  I know he is giving it to me as I see how God is working in your lives and in my life.  The average attendance did not increase as much as I hoped over this past year.  Yet I take encouragement that it has increased and that God is doing some wonderful things in people's lives.  I believe God is preparing us for even greater growth in the future.  

God gives us a spirit of unity.  We have prayed often for God to give us unity and harmony.  Where two or more are gathered there are differing opinions and possible misinterpretations that can lead to lack of unity and harmony.  That has happened at times, but with God's help and people taking time to talk with each other in love those differences can be bridged and unity restored.  

In verse 7 Paul once again exhorts us. He commands us to “Accept one another.”  There are many one another commands in scripture. Here is one more. Accept one another, just as Christ accepted you. 

We need to keep on accepting and loving and caring for each other.  In that way as we care for each other and our neighbor, they will be drawn into the wonderful love of Jesus.  The result of this is praise to God.  Notice once again it is not first of about me. Nor is it even about us. It is all about God receiving the glory and praise. 
Think with me for a moment about how Christ accepts us and others.  He does it with joy. In the parables of the lost sheep and coin and son he talks about the joy and celebration that happen in the parable and that in heaven there is even greater joy when someone is saved. 

Jesus accepts us despite our failures and sins. He came to call sinners to himself. He does all this for the glory of God. When we follow Jesus’ example in receiving each other in love and without judgment or condescension, we do it to the glory of God. And keep in mind, Jesus said, “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me.” 
The focus of Paul’s admonition here was for Jewish believers to accept the Gentile believers. Paul then quotes some of those scriptures that are meant to teach all things.  It is very interesting that Paul as he quotes four sources does it from three parts of the Old Testament scriptures: the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms.
Jesus Christ was born of a Jewish family and lived and died among the Jews as a servant of the Jews. He did this according to the will of the Father and to fulfill all the promises God had made. So Paul wants to remind the readers that although Jesus was a Jew he came for the sake of Jews and Gentiles even as written in the Old Testament. 
First Paul quotes from Psalm 18:49 and 2 Samuel 22:50.  Here the Messiah is praising God in the midst of the Gentiles.
In v10 the quote is from Deuteronomy 32:43 where Moses is finishing his message to the people of Israel. He is calling both Israel and the other nations to praise God. 

In v11 the quote is from Psalm 117:1  Here again message is a command to praise God. 

Then in v. 12 Paul quotes from Isaiah’s prophecy of the Messiah in Isaiah 11:10.  Only this one is a promise of things to come that are fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 

The command that comes to us is praise God and glorify him by accepting each other.  

Paul gives us a benediction in v13. A prayer that God will provide all we need and all he has promised. 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Here is how you can personalize it for yourself. 

God of hope please fill me with all joy and peace as I trust in you so that I can overflow with hope by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

Pray that for yourself and then pray the words of v13 for someone else. Put their name in that verse. Then praise God for what he is doing and will do in their life and in your life. 
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Scripture:  Romans 15:1-13

Series: God Changes Sinners into Saints

Message: A Spirit of Unity

God’s desire is that we learn to love and accept each other as we pray for unity. 

1. Don’t be self-centered in the way you live

a. Bear with the failings of others

b. Live so that our neighbor is helped

c. The example of Christ

d. The scriptures were written for our encouragement so that we might have hope

2. Pray for a spirit of unity so we can glorify God

a. God gives endurance and encouragement

b. He can also give a spirit of unity

c. The purpose and result of this is that God may be glorified

3. Accept each other in order to bring praise to God

a. Christ has accepted us despite our failures

b. Jesus became a servant to the Jews so that God would be glorified

The Result:  We are filled with joy and peace and over flow with hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.

