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Peace Efforts   series: God Changes Sinners into Saints
(theme -  Christians do sin but the Lord Jesus says we should not pass judgment on each. Our responsibility is to serve Christ and make every effort toward peaceful relationships.)
The message of the first part of Romans 12 is offer yourselves to God and be transformed by the renewing of your minds. Paul continues to build on that in Romans 14 and 15 as he instructs us in new ways to live our lives for Jesus Christ in his kingdom. The way of Jesus Christ for the believer is not in passing judgment on each other or trying to get your own way. We are to pursue righteousness, peace and joy as we seek the unity of strong and weak believers.
Today our focus is on the teaching found in Romans 14:12-23
Paul uses what is called a chiastic style to present this teaching. If you look at your outlines, you see how I try to show that for you.  The second half is kind of like a mirror image the first half.  The chiastic style is used to emphasize the teaching. As I go through I will spend most of the time on the first half and less on the mirror image of it.
Read Romans 14:12-23
According to the teaching of Romans we are all sinners saved only by the grace of God. We have life through the work of Jesus Christ. Every believer is now called to live a life that is pleasing to God. We are to love God and one another. How are you doing? You will have to give an account of yourself before God. 

The focus of our message last week in Romans 14:1-12 was accept one another with understanding and without condemnation. 

Today in verses 13 to 23 the focus is build up one another without offending. 

The message of scripture is that we are free to enjoy all of the good gifts that God has created for us. But of course that does not include the freedom to sin. There is God’s law that declares certain things as sinful. That is not the focus of Romans 14. These verses focus on the gray areas of life; things that the word of God does not specifically declare right or wrong. The message is that we have freedom to enjoy all the good things that God has provided for us. There is Christian liberty under the blessings of the new covenant.  The basic idea of Christian liberty is that we are free from the outward requirements of the Old Testament ceremony and we are free to enjoy all of God's good gifts no matter what taboos we have lived under in a former time. We are never free to sin. We are free to enjoy all those things which and in and of themselves are not sinful. Food in and of itself is not sinful. Drink in and of itself is not sinful. Recreation is not sinful. Entertainment is not sinful. What we do on Sunday in and of itself is not sinful. And there are so many other things.

But it is not necessary for a believer who is strong and understands his liberty in Christ to exercise that liberty. As a stronger believer who knows about the freedom we have in Christ we should never flaunt that liberty. Why? Why not show the freedom we have in Christ? Because we are called to love one another and part of loving one another is being aware of the weaker Christian so that we do not cause harm to their spiritual well being. 
v.13 says “make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way.”

You need to make up your mind. You need to choose how you are going to live. You need to know your freedom in Christ but do not permit your freedom to harm another person’s faith. Our purpose is to build each other up. 
Paul uses a play on words as he says: Don’t be judgmental of others but rather use your best judgment to choose a better way.
Paul had to face this same problem 2 years earlier as he wrote 1 Corinthians 8:9 “Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak.”

With love as the motivation for our lives we need to help build each other up and avoid causing others spiritual harm.

Now along with that Paul plainly and boldly states that he is fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself.

For us that may not seem to be a bold statement, but he is writing to Jews and Gentile believers who had a very strong belief that certain meats should never be eaten by a believer. As this letter was read to them some people probably started muttering and maybe some even got up and walked out. How can a spiritual leader say something so horrible? It changes centuries of Jewish habits as they only ate meat prepared in the right way from a clean animal. Paul was a Jew. Why would he change the traditions? It is because that Jesus fulfilled all the ceremonial laws and regulations. They are complete in him. Jesus said this in Mark 7 “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him ‘unclean’? 19For it doesn’t go into his heart but into his stomach, and then out of his body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods “clean.”) 20He went on: “What comes out of a man is what makes him ‘unclean.’ 21For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23All these evils come from inside and make a man ‘unclean.’”

In Acts 10, the Lord Jesus shows Peter the big sheet filled with all kinds of animals, birds and reptiles. A voice said, "Get up, Peter, kill and eat." Peter says “No way! I don’t eat unclean stuff.” The voice responded, “Do not call anything impure that the Lord has made clean.” The focus was on Peter accepting the Gentiles as part of the kingdom of God, but it is also declared that the ceremonial regulations were a thing of the past. 
What Paul says of himself in 1 Corinthians 6:12 should be true of every believer. “Everything is permissible for me”—but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything.” And in 1 Corinthians 10:23-24 “Everything is permissible”—but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible”—but not everything is constructive. Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others.”

A habit or practice that may not be sinful in itself can easily become sinful by gaining control over the person who engages in it. What begins as an exercise of legitimate freedom can turn into a form of bondage and self-destruction. Careless and selfish exercise of a God-given freedom can result in loss of freedom. We can become “mastered” by the very thing we are freely using. Then instead of serving and honoring God, freedom that is carelessly used can damage the work of God, dishonor His name, and cause problems among His people.
As it says in v15, “Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died.”  Combine that with the mirror image in v20 “Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food.” 

The message is so powerful. Christ died for you and Christ died for others.  When you are dealing with others you are dealing with a person who is saved by Jesus. They are a part of the kingdom with you. They are a person who has the Holy Spirit. They are a masterpiece of God. God has been and still is working in their life. Don’t destroy the work of God. Don’t destroy them by insisting on your spiritual freedom. 
Now we come to the core of Paul’s teaching in this section. The kingdom of God is not about eating or drinking. The kingdom of God is not about us doing what we like to do. The kingdom of God is about “righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

In those three things you have a summary of the Christian life. You want to know what the Christian life is all about? You want to know what it's like to be in the kingdom? First of all, it's righteousness. The issue is righteous living, holy living, an obedient God-honoring life conformed to God's will. Our concern is not liberty. Our concern is holiness. We don’t focus on a right to eat, a right to drink, a right to do what we please. The focus is righteousness. When others see me, they see the fruits of righteousness. Not a holy-than-thou righteousness, but a right way of living that follows God’s best for me and others. It includes that sincere love in action Paul described with many details in chapter 12. Devotion to one another, honoring one another, spiritually alive, joyful in hope, patient in affliction, hospitable, etc. 

The second thing is peace. One of the things in Paul’s list in chapter 12 was “live at peace as much as possible.” The kingdom of God is about our loving and caring for others. It is a quiet and calm assurance that God is present in every situation. God will work stuff out for his glory. I don’t need not get upset or angry or try to get revenge.  When our relationships are peaceful and tranquil it is a great testimony to our trust in God. 

Consider that peace and joy are listed as fruit of the Spirit. When others see evidence of the love, joy and peace in our lives it is something that appeals to them. The essence of the kingdom of God  is not our freedom to do what we wish. The essence is holy living and tranquil relations with fellow believers. Righteousness means I seek to honor God. Peace means I seek to have harmony with my brother. 

Joy is the third thing listed here about the kingdom of God. Joy comes to one who is right with God and at peace with his brother. Joy is the personal delight in knowing God, experiencing forgiveness, grace and mercy and love. It is the blessed happy life of salvation which rejoices in everything. It is a gift from God. It is a gift that comes even when circumstances may be tough. It is a no matter what kind of joy. Paul says v18 ”anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men.”
When these aspects of the kingdom of God are the focus of your life you are willing to yield your rights, your spiritual freedom, for the sake of other believers. Yield is a good word for this. You have freedom and knowledge. You have your convictions, but are willing to yield them for the sake of the body.
This does not mean that you should never challenge others beliefs and convictions about these kinds of things. Paul is doing that here in the way he writes about peace and mutual edification. It is not all about peace. Spiritual growth through edification is necessary as well. That is where Paul once again – the mirror image – says that “all food is clean” in v.20.  We need to make each other think and consider the spiritual freedom we have and how to live that out in the kingdom of God. But we need to be careful that we don’t force change to quickly in a way that would deliberately damage another person’s spiritual life. Don’t do stuff that would cause a fellow believer to fall and lose their spiritual direction. 

The Question – How are your life efforts leading to peace?

Heartland Community Church

Pastor Jim Hoogeveen       


      March 14, 2010

Scripture:  Romans 14:12-23

Series: God Changes Sinners into Saints

Message: Peace Efforts

Be careful about passing judgment on how others live out their belief in Jesus. Rather live in such a way that what you do leads to righteousness, peace and joy as you build each other up.

A - Don’t be a stumbling block (v. 13b) 

      B - Nothing is unclean (v. 14a) 


 C - Don’t destroy one for whom Christ died (v. 15b) 

        D - Nature of the kingdom of God (vv. 17-18)


 C’ - Don’t tear down the work of God (v. 20a) 

      B’ - All things are clean (v. 20b) 

A’ - Don’t do anything to cause a believer to stumble (v. 21) 

Question – How are your life efforts leading to peace?

