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Go Make Disciples
(theme - Jesus promises to be with us until the end of time. Until then he gives us the job of making disciples while we go about life.)
The resurrection of Jesus Christ has happened. He is alive. He is risen just as he said. Then Matthew concludes his gospel with 5 verses. The first two tell us something about the disciples. The last three are the words of Jesus with his last instructions.

Hear the last few verses of Matthew in 28:16-20

As we examine these verses today I have 5 things I want to emphasize. It is a handful of crucial elements that speak to us today about being a real disciple of Jesus. 

These five are availability, worship, submission, obedience, and power. These 5 fit together and overlap each other, but I will attempt to lay these out for you today.
Availability

Are you available? What would it take to be available? The big question with those questions is what are we talking about. You most likely would have different answers depending on the event.
If the question was “Do you have 40 hours available the first week of May to do child care and cleaning?” Are you available?

How about this: “Would you be available the first week of May for an all expenses paid vacation to Orlando?” Are you available?

The difference in availability is your interests and desires. It is all connected with your priorities and core values. How available are you to Jesus Christ and what he commands us to do?
Jesus had told the disciples to meet him in Galilee. They went to where he told them to go. They made themselves available. It took time and effort. But because they did what Jesus said they were available when he came and spoke to them. 

Have you ever wondered about Jesus telling the disciples to meet him in Galilee when actually Jesus met the disciples in a room in Jerusalem Easter evening and the following Sunday night? I have wondered about that and in my research come up with this.  When scripture records Jesus telling the women to remind the disciples to meet him in Galilee, it does not include the when. You can also ask why Galilee? The most likely reason to go to Galilee was that is where Jesus had many more followers. Also Jerusalem was the place where the Jewish leaders wanted to get rid of Jesus and his followers. Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 15:6 that Jesus appeared to more than 500 at one time. It is believed that this happened in Galilee on the mountain where Jesus had told the disciples to go. When did this happen? Most likely around days 22 to 30 after the resurrection. The disciples had remained in seclusion in Jerusalem at least a week and half after the resurrection. Then it took a few days to get to Galilee. Jesus did not show up immediately and therefore Peter and others go out fishing. Jesus met them on the shore on one of those mornings and talked specifically to Peter as recorded in the gospel of John. It must have been soon after this that Jesus spoke to the disciples and the crowd of 500 plus. Included in that message were these words of Jesus included in the gospel of Matthew.  
A few days later the disciples head back to Jerusalem and on day 40 they will be on the Mount of Olives when Jesus ascends into heaven. 

All of this indicates the availability of the disciples. They went to where Jesus told them to go. 

John MacArthur writes: “as far as a believer’s service to God is concerned, the greatest ability is availability. The most talented and gifted Christian is useless to God if he is not available to be used, just as God’s greatest blessings are not available to those who are not present to receive them. Faithful discipleship does not begin with knowing where you will be serving the Lord or in what capacity. It does not start with having a clear call to a certain ministry, or occupation, or place of service. It always begins with simply being available to God, putting all reservations and preconceptions aside.”

How available are you to Jesus Christ and what he commands us to do?
That leads us to the next crucial element of worship.  Matthew 28 says when they saw him they worshipped him.

Following his resurrection Jesus just appeared to people at a variety of times. It does not say that he stayed with them. But when he appears to them here they worshipped him. Only one time previously does it say that the disciples worshipped him. It was just after Jesus came walking on the water to them. The time when Peter got out of the boat to walk to Jesus. Matthew 14:33 says Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
Here they worshipped Jesus the risen Christ. But notice the words “but some doubted.” We are not told who it was that doubted. We are not told the focus of their doubts. What this does is demonstrate our human nature. Worship is done through faith. Worship of God is declaring him Lord. It declares that he is right and worthy of all honor and praise. Worship is declaring the worthiness of the one we worship.  You put your faith and trust in the one you worship.  Do you love Jesus with all your heart, mind, soul and strength? That is total worship. In whatever area of life we are not totally trusting him, we give evidence of doubt. With that remember that trust does not mean that everything will be the way we would like it to be. It does not mean an easy life. It does mean that we worship him no matter what is happening and what may be the outcome. 
Are you willing to worship Jesus more and more? Yes, Jesus desires our complete surrender to him, but he works with and in us to make that happen. Jesus works with the Peters who deny him and the Thomas’s who doubt. As we worship Jesus we exalt him rather than focusing on our circumstances and problems. We give control of our life to the Holy Spirit. All my possessions, all my time, all my energy, all my talent, all my gifts are devoted to Christ and his Kingdom. So worship and trust Christ and let Jesus help you do more of both.
This can happen when we submit ourselves to the authority of Jesus Christ. Before Jesus gives the great commission he states his authority to do so.  He says “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” While Jesus walked the earth he gave evidence of his authority over sickness and death as he healed people and raised the dead. He showed his power over nature as he stopped the storm. He showed his authority in providing food for multitudes. Demons had to flee from his authority. 
All authority belongs to him. It was given to him by the Father. Our responsibility is to submit. MacArthur says “Submission to the absolute sovereignty of Jesus Christ is not a believer’s option but is his supreme obligation. It is not negotiable or adjustable to one’s own particular inclinations and plans. It is rather the attitude that says with absolute sincerity, “Whatever the Lord commands, I will do.””

You have two choices submit to the authority of Jesus Christ or rebel against him. With that we need to remind ourselves that Christ has authority over heaven and hell. He has the right to judge all people. One day you will stand before him. Only by submitting to his authority can you hear the wonderful words of the Savior telling us welcome to my wedding banquet and well done good and faithful servant. 
Our submission to his authority leads to an obedience of his commands.  Scripture gives many commands but here in these last words of Jesus before he left he gives this specific command to make disciples of all nations. This is the specific task of the church and every believer. Jesus commands us to make disciples. Are you available? Are you worshipping Christ and desiring that others worship him? Are you submitting to the authority of Christ? Now we are asked to make disciples. 

Our purpose here on earth is to glorify God. Nothing glories him more than when others also proclaim him as Lord and Savior. Jesus said that he came to glorify the Father. Jesus also said that he came to seek and save the lost. Jesus declares that our purpose is the same as his was.  Glorify the Father by making disciples.  You do need to see that “Make disciples” is the main action verb of verse 19. ‘Go’, ‘baptize’, ‘teach’ are all participles that give information about how to make disciples. They are the method by which we are to make disciples. 
The word “go” could be better translated as “while going about life.” Wherever you find yourself remember to make disciples. Now some people are under the mistaken impression that the focus of making disciples is getting people to convert. To get them to raise their hand indicating that “yes, they believe Jesus is their Savior.” Conversion is important but it only a part of making disciples. That is where Jesus includes the words baptize and teach. 
Baptism for a new adult believer gives evidence of their union with Jesus Christ and the forgiveness of sin. It is a sacrament showing God’s claim upon an individual. But it is done in the community of believers. We are in this together as we serve God and encourage each other. 
The teaching to obey everything wraps around all of this. We are to grow in knowledge of our God and of the wonder of our salvation. We are to increasing submit to the authority of Jesus as we learn his commands concerning the way he wants us to live in holiness. It involves each doing their part in finding the lost. Helping those who do not yet know Jesus to see why we believe he is the only real answer to life.  It is growing in our witness and evangelism and teaching skills, so that Christ’s kingdom grows. It is being more obedient with our time, treasures and talents so that his name is proclaimed. 
As you evaluate your life ask yourself: Am I committed to making disciples? Am I using my energy and effort and money to help others know Jesus? It may be with the little children. It may be with other believers. It may be with unbelievers. It may be with doubters. 

Now it seems like all this is overwhelming. It is such a big task. Simply stated, It is too big for us. We can’t do it by ourselves. 
That is why Jesus’ last words here are so important. “I am with you always.” These are not just words of comfort that he is with us in all the troubles and difficulties of life. These are words that tell us he is with us to empower and guide us. Remember it is his kingdom. He will make his kingdom grow. But he will do it through people who are his disciples who are making more disciples. The heart of our calling is to make disciples. We can do it because Jesus is with us to help. We do it submitting to his authority. We do it while worshipping him and making ourselves available to him. This is a call to renewal and revival. Hear the word of the Lord Jesus. Make disciples.
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Scripture:  Matthew 28:16-20 


Message: Go Make Disciples

Five crucial elements for being a real disciple of Jesus

1. Availability - Are you available to do what Jesus wants you to do?     - Notes on the time and place of Jesus speaking these words.

2. Worship - Are you truly worshipping Jesus the Christ?  
             - At times doubt and fear may creep in but come and worship.

3. Submission - Do you submit to the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ?  - Jesus has all authority and you will either submit or rebel.

4. Obedience - Are you obeying what you know Jesus is asking of you?   - Make disciples is the main action verb. ‘Go’, ‘baptize’, ‘teach’ are all participles that give information about how to make disciples.

5. Power - Do you recognize and use the power you have available to you?  - Jesus who has all power and all authority is with us forever.

