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Jesus the Risen Lord

(theme -  The Word of God proclaims that Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to people who were witnesses of the fact that he is alive.)
Let's read the story from Matthew 28 that tells us about Jesus rising from the dead and how people responded to this great event.

Jesus had been crucified on Friday and placed in the tomb before sunset that evening.  The Jewish leaders ask Pilate to secure the tomb so that no would steal the body to claim that he was raised from the dead.  Saturday, the Sabbath, was a time of grief, shock and sorrow the disciples and friends of Jesus.  

The Sabbath ended at dusk on Saturday.  The women had made plans and preparations to go to the tomb early the next morning.  Matthew mentions two women, both named Mary, who go to the tomb.  The other gospels mention them as well as some other women.  They wanted to look at the tomb and complete the burial process.  Even though Jesus was dead, they wanted to show Him their love and respect and preserve his body for a little longer. They want to demonstrate their deep love. Their hearts were full of deep grief. They didn't have faith. They didn't have confidence in the resurrection. They just had devotion, love, grief and sorrow.

The Bible tells us that on the first day of the week there was a violent earthquake. There had been one at the time of his death also. We are given no Richter scale readings. Not like what happened recently in Haiti or Chile. We are not told about the details of damage. It just says that an angel from God came down and bumped the earth and it shook. He goes to the heavy stone that had been placed over the entrance to the tomb, easily rolls it aside, and then sits on it.  His appearance was enough to totally frighten the guards.  They were paralyzed with fear, able to see and comprehend what was happening but not do anything about it.  

Notice that it does not say that then Jesus walked out.  The resurrection occurred in an invisible way, no one was there to see it. Christ simply came out of that grave.  The angel did not move the stone to let the Lord out.  The angel moved the stone to let the women and others in so they could see that he was already gone.

These women come to the tomb expecting to find a dead body.  They were followers of Jesus.  They loved him. But now he is dead.  All hope is gone.  As they come to the tomb early on that morning they see the stone rolled away and the angel seated upon.  They were afraid.  Fear stops them.  The angel speaks, "Don't be afraid."    He didn't say that to the Roman guard.  He says it to these women.  Don't be afraid because Jesus who died; who had been crucified; who had been in a tomb is now alive.  Jesus is risen from the dead.  Jesus is alive! 

Come and check it out.  I love those words.  Check it out for yourself and believe.  I love to use those words when I invite people to Heartland, and when I invite them to believe in Jesus.  Come and check it out.  Try it and you will see.  Then the angel adds "go quickly and tell the disciples."  This is not just for you.  It is for all people.  

The tomb could not hold him; he rose from the dead.

The grave clothes wrapped around his beaten, broken, crucified body did not stop him; he rose from the dead.

The leaders of the Jews could not keep him in the grave; he rose from the dead.

The crowds who had shouted crucify him, could not keep him in the tomb, he rose from the dead.

Pilate, the Roman governor, who had handed Jesus over to be crucified could not stop Jesus the King of the Jews; he rose from the dead.

The Roman guard that had been posted around the tomb could not stop him; he rose from the dead.

The stone Joseph had rolled to seal the entrance to the tomb did not stop Jesus; he rose from the dead.

The powers of darkness could not stop him; he rose from the dead.

Satan and his spiritual forces of evil could not stop him; he rose from the dead. 

Jesus rose from the dead.  Jesus is alive.

So the women see the empty grave and then go.  They are obedient to the message of the angel.  

And then Jesus meets them.  Jesus finds them.  He comes to them.  Throughout all of Old Testament history we hear of God coming to the people to help them, warn them, chastise them, and love them.  Here Jesus comes to these women to encourage them.

It says that they worship Jesus.  Later in v. 17 it says that the disciples worshipped him.  Earlier Jesus had said that worship belonged to God alone.  Here is proof the Jesus, the Son of God, receives worship and accepts it as God.  Jesus Christ is no mere man, no mere angel, no mere creature but from everlasting to everlasting he is God through whom and for whom all things exist.  

Jesus is alive, but that is not what the Jewish leaders wanted to hear. The guards told their story.  The leaders told them to lie about what happened.  Tell people he is dead.  They attempt a cover up.  In our world today some people are hostile about the resurrection story.  More than rationally rejecting  the possibility of the resurrection based upon bad human reasoning, they oppose the evidence and claim it didn't happen. Some persecute believers for their faith in Jesus and the resurrection.  

But what I see and hear from people who don't believe in Jesus who live here in Sioux Falls - the people we might work with or who help us in stores or live down the block from us - is just an avoidance of talking about it.  They might say it is okay to believe anything you want as long as you don't force it on others or hurt someone.  They are ignoring the facts.  People sometimes do that with the physical issues of heart problems or cancer.  They don't want to deal with the symptoms.  They are afraid of the answer they might get.  Because of that their lives are shortened and they die.  

Please don't ignore the facts of the resurrection of Jesus.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is a central fact of scripture.  The resurrection is mentioned at least 104 times in the New Testament.  If you don't believe that Jesus is alive and accept him as Lord of your life, you face eternity without him. If there is no resurrection there is no Christian faith, there is no hope, there is no salvation, there is no eternal life.

Let's look at the meaning and benefits of the resurrection. 

First of all, it means that the Bible, the Word of God, is true. Jesus said it over and over again, I will die but then I'll rise.  I will rise from the dead.  I'll rise in three days. And He did.  His resurrection affirms the truthfulness of Scripture.

(Say Jesus is risen. People respond: He is risen indeed after these 7 points.)
Second:  It proves that salvation is complete.  Just before he died on the cross Jesus said "It is finished."  On the cross he conquered sin and paid the price for all sin.  In his resurrection he defeats death and hell.  He arose a victorious king.

Third:  The resurrection demonstrates that Jesus Christ has power over death.  Death could not hold him down.  

Fourth:  The resurrection and great commission establish the church and the fact that nothing will be able to stop the growth of the kingdom of God.  His kingdom, the church, will grow until the end of the age.

Fifth:  Jesus said that one day everyone would be resurrected. His resurrection gives evidence that all of us will one day be resurrected and stand before him. Because he was raised from the dead, we can know that physical death is not the end. 

Sixth:  Jesus said a judgment day is coming.  Resurrected people will stand before God.  Those who believe in Jesus will receive eternal life, but those who reject him receive hell.

Seventh:  Jesus said he would go and prepare a place for those who believe in him.  The resurrection proves that heaven is waiting for those who believe in Jesus. 

The resurrection proves all of that. 

The risen Christ is King and Lord.  He has absolute, unlimited authority over your life. If you do not bow and worship him you commit treason against Christ the King, who is God over all. Easter is God's open declaration that he lays his claim on every person of every nation. Easter has to do with power and authority. Easter is statement that Satan is not in charge; we are not in charge; Jesus has all authority. Life is not a haphazard series of random events.  Jesus is in charge and all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to him. Your life is his to rule; your career and business is his to rule; your home, spouse, children are his; your time is his to rule; your body is his; He is God!  And he will always be with us. 

God knows every heart here. He knows your heart. Do you believe in the resurrection of Christ?  Do you receive the resurrected Christ as your Lord and Savior?  Do you allow him to have authority in your life?  If that is true for you, thank God again for what He has done for you.  If that is not yet true for you I pray that today or very soon you may believe in him and honor his authority over your life.

He has met us here today.  He says don't be afraid.  Believe in me.  Now go quickly and tell.  
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Scripture:  Matthew 28:1-15

Message: Jesus the Risen Lord

1. The women planned to take care of a body in a tomb, but their plans were changed by Jesus who had risen from the dead.

1) They wanted to demonstrate their love

2) An angel ‘bumps’ the earth and opens the tomb

3) The angel calms the fears of the women

4) The angel tells them to check it out

5) The angel gives them a message to tell others

6) Jesus meets them

2. Unbelief and repression of the truth still happens

3. The meaning and benefits of the resurrection

1) The Bible is true

2) It proves that salvation is complete

3) It demonstrates that Jesus Christ has power over death

4) The resurrection and great commission establish the church and its growth to the end of time

5) One day everyone will be resurrected

6) A judgment day is coming

7) Heaven is waiting for those who believe in Jesus

4. The risen Christ has absolute, unlimited authority over your life
