Matthew 27 



Good Friday HCC 4-2-10 
Condemned and Crucified
Jesus was condemned and crucified because of our sins. Jesus knew his purpose in coming to this earth was to be the sacrifice that would provide the way for our salvation. Jesus had said that he would give his life as a ransom for many. He would give his life. Others could not take his life. It might look like it, but he gives himself up to the leaders of the Jews and Romans and in the end it says that he gave up his spirit.  
Even though the Jewish leaders were intent on destroying Jesus and it was through their scheming that Jesus was sentenced, Jesus was still in charge. 

The gospel in Matthew tells us Jesus had been betrayed by Judas Iscariot in the Garden of Gethsemane about 1 in the morning. Jesus had been praying there. The disciples tried praying for a while but they fell asleep. Jesus has been questioned and mocked by the Jewish leaders throughout the night until they finally condemn Jesus for blasphemy. Everything that went on in those trials was illegal according to the Jewish tradition. But they were determined to get rid of Jesus. Their eyes were blinded to the truth that Jesus was indeed the Messiah the Son of God. 
The Jews could not officially execute anyone so they bring Jesus to Pilate. The charge has been changed from blasphemy to “he calls himself the king of the Jews.” This is done so that Pilate will have to deal with Jesus. It was a charge that could stick because Rome didn’t want any other kings. The Romans were in charge. 

The Jewish leaders had prompted their followers to cause an uproar and call out for Jesus to be crucified. Pilate caves in to the pressure. He washes his hands of it all and says the responsibility for what happens is on the Jews.
Jesus is flogged. Nearly senseless because of the way his back has been torn open because of this whipping, the soldiers put a robe on him and a crown of thorns on his head. They mock him and hit him on the head which drives the spikes of the thorns into his head. They were brutally vicious. They pull off the robe and put his clothes back on him. He is lead away to be crucified. He is carrying his cross. But he is too weak to carry it all the way to Golgotha which is about 1/3 of a mile. 

Simon of Cyrene is forced to carry the cross for Jesus. 

Pause and think about the royal robe and crown. Royal robes that are mentioned in the bible were garments of a certain make and color that gave the message here is a royal person.  The purpose was to insult Jesus. They put a royal robe on the one being physically abused and about to be crucified.  Look what we can do to you who is called king.  Look Jewish people this is what will happen to anyone of you who aspires to be king.  
It is important for us to understand that Jesus is king, but he is king of a spiritual kingdom.  It is a kingdom that exists now in a hidden way, but will be fully revealed at the end of time.  If we have the perspective that somehow we are going to make this a Christian world or a Christian nation we have the wrong idea.  We are to be an influence in this world, but the fullness of God's kingdom will not be revealed until the end of time. One other aspect of the robe is that as Jesus wore this robe it became soaked with his blood in order that he might purchase for us the white robes of righteousness.
Think about that crown of thorns.  We need to remind ourselves of where thorns come from.  The story of thorns and thistles goes back when Adam and Eve sinned. God pronounced a curse upon them and on the land.  Since that time the earth has produced thorns and thistles as symbols of the curse of sin upon the earth and mankind.  

Here with the mocking abuse the soldiers put a crown of thorns on Jesus.  The curse of earth is placed upon the head of the sinless perfect Son of God.  Crowned king of sinners.  Each of those thorns poking into his head.  Our sins like darts piercing his scalp.  And he took it.  He took it even when they used a reed to hit him on the head and drive the thorns deeper.  

Dear people, when Jesus took this abuse and suffered he did it for you and me.  He took all our sins upon himself.  His blood - the blood from the beaten back, the thorn pierced head, the nail pierced hands and feet, and the spear pierced side - his blood was shed to cover our sins.  We give him great praise and thanks because he saved us.  But he saves not only us; he also is the redeemer of creation.  One day the thorns symbolizing the curse upon the earth will be gone.  

So the Roman soldiers crucified Jesus. It is about 9 in the morning.  They were professional executioners. A few more Jews to be crucified. They strip off his clothes. They nail one arm to the cross. The other is stretched out. With a few more thuds of the hammer the nail is driven in. His legs are held in place and another nail pierces both heals. The cross is pulled up. Jesus hangs there on the cross. Suspended between earth and heaven Jesus suffers the intense agony of crucifixion. The Romans soldiers sit down and divide up his clothes. They need to watch so that no one will come to take him off the cross. 

Notice the people mocking Jesus.

v. 39 those who passed by hurled insults

v. 41 chief priests, teachers of the law, elders 

v. 44 the robbers

The particular thing they insulted Jesus with was “he saved others but he can’t save himself” and "he trusts God, let God rescue him.” But the Father had given up his only Son for this very reason. Jesus had to suffer for our sins. But both those statements become true as Jesus rises from the dead. 
And so the morning passes.  Jesus was crucified about 9 in the morning.  Then it says from the 6th hour to the 9th hour darkness came over the land.  That is from noon to 3 in the afternoon.  That is the usual time for the sun to be the brightest.  Now darkness.  It is as if God turns his back on the world and on his son and all are left in darkness.  

At 3 in the afternoon, after 6 hours of great pain and suffering on the cross, that Jesus cries out in a loud voice.  For him to cry out in a loud voice after 6 hours on the cross would have taken great effort and caused even greater physical pain.  But greater than the physical pain is the agony he feels about being forsaken by God. 

He is suffering the agonies of hell as he bears the curse of our sin. And even though Jesus was forsaken by God, he turns back to God and calls out My God, My God.  It is the plea of a son for his father.  It is an appeal for help and consolation.  

These words of Christ are a quote from Psalm 22:1. Why did he cry? "Father, why have you forsaken me?" Jesus has always enjoyed the presence of the Father. Jesus told his disciples, "You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me."  But here we are told that Jesus was abandoned. What does this cry mean?  The full meaning of this cry of anguish must remain mysterious. We cannot not understand the greatness of the price that Jesus paid. God abandoned Jesus on the cross for three hours and let him experience for full penalty of all our sins.  
Jesus was forsaken, but in this time of despair Jesus turns back to the Father.  Calling out My God, My God.  He does not wallow in self pity to talk about how horrible it is to make this sacrifice for the sinful people of the world.  He does not look to friends, disciples, or his mother.  He cries out to God the Father who is laying on him the burden of payment for our sins.  

This also tells us something about how we are to live.  When we feel abandoned and forsaken we need to come back and call out to God.  The devil may try to get us feeling down and thinking God doesn't care so why cry out to him.  Ignore the devil and cry out to God for help.  You can depend on God he will be there.  Satan may temp you with thoughts of what difference does it make and feelings that others don't care about me.  I am abandoned and alone.  Don't give in to those thoughts and feelings.  Call out to God and join in worship.  God will not forsake you as he had to forsake Jesus.

As Jesus went about this task of paying for our sins there was no word of complaint from him. He does not say, "Lord, this is a mistake."  No, none of that. There is grief, but there is no complaining.  There is sorrow, but there is no rebellion.  There is the mockery, but he does not call on God or the angels to stop the insults.  

Jesus knew his task.  He had told the disciples and others that he was headed to the cross.  He knew the task, but in the midst of the task he finds out how huge and terrible and awful it is to experience the penalty for our sins. He hangs on the cross and the Father forsakes him.  Without complaining he sacrifices himself for us.  He went the whole way.  He didn't quit.  He would accomplish the sacrifice for our sin. It was our sin that caused God to turn his face from Jesus.  It was our guilt that caused God to remove his love from his only son.  Like a light that is turned off and thick darkness blankets us, so the light of God the Father's love was turned off and Jesus experienced the agony of hell.  
Jesus knows that only in this way can believers walk the streets of heaven.  Only in this way can we have the sure knowledge that one day we will be with our Lord in heaven.  

