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Using Talents
(theme - It is the Lord who gives us abilities and opportunities. We need to make good choices rather than squandering what we have received.)
Matthew 21-26 contains the events of what we call the Passion week. It is the time between Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and his death on the cross. I encourage you to read it.
Here is what is written in Matthew 20:17-19. This occurs just days before Jesus heads to Jerusalem. …

The highlights of the Passion week include Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem which we call Palm Sunday. During the week he teaches in the temple courts and on the Mount of Olives. At night he and the disciples go back to Bethany. According to Matthew 24:3 It appears that Jesus was teaching his disciples on the Mount of Olives the things we find in Matthew 24-25. 

The focus of this section of teaching that includes a number of parables is to describe the Kingdom of Heaven. The focus is on how we are to live now in the kingdom so that we are ready for the end time when Jesus comes again on judgment day. 

Each of the parables calls us to be Responsible Ready Productive Accountable members of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The parable of the talents that we look at today has all four with an emphasis on being productive members of the Kingdom of Heaven.

Chapter 25 begins “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like” and Jesus tells the parable of the ten virgins – 5 of whom were wise and ready – 5 of whom were not ready. 

Here are the words of Jesus in Matthew 25:14-30 as he tells the parable of the talents to the disciples on the Mount of Olives.

Jesus is teaching about the Kingdom of Heaven. What is it like? What is required of those who wish to enter? The parable of the 10 virgins showed that those who desire to enter must be constantly watchful and ready to enter. They must have patience to wait for the Lord.

Now in the parable of the talents the Lord is teaching them and continues to teach us today that we need to be productive during the time of waiting.  Look at the elements of this parable.
First of all a man going on a journey. Jesus told this parable during the week he was to be crucified. He was the one who would be going on a journey. He was here preparing his disciples for that time he would be gone. He was telling them what they ought to be doing until he returned again. So this parable continues to instruct those who are waiting for the Lord to come again.

A big question in the parable is: What do these talents represent? What are they? This is where we must search for the hidden truth. We must dig into the words of the parable and the rest of scripture to understand what truths the Lord wants us to learn. So let’s look at the clues which are given for our understanding.

The first clue is that the man entrusts HIS property to them. We said Jesus is the man who is going away and here we see that it is his property that he entrusts to these servants that is to us. The property belongs to God and not to man. It is not something we have but rather something he owns and distributes as he wishes.

So the answer that some people give, “that the talents simply are our natural abilities” cannot be the answer. What may cause some people to answer that way is that when we speak of talents we often talk about natural abilities: talent for singing, talent for sports, business

But that is not was talent means here. As Jesus used the word talent it represented a huge sum of money. These talents represent something definite in our lives.

The second clue also tells us it is not our natural abilities for the man gives the talents according to ability. According to our natural abilities we are given these talents. We know that it is God who has created us with our abilities—he knows what each can handle and here the Lord gives us this property that we might use it for him according to our ability.

Now the third clue is not directly stated. It is only implied. When the man entrusted the talents to his servants he expected them to invest them. That is they were to make use of them. They were to risk them. They were to set out and increase them.

So from these three clues we see that the talents are from God and given to us according to our ability to use them and that they can be invested and risked.

The fourth clue is that these talents were to be invested for the sake of the man, the Lord, not for the sake of the servants themselves. We see this in that when the man comes back he settled accounts with his servants. So these talents are something that the servants invest and risk and the benefit will belong to the master. They are the ones who have to work and it will help the master.

So there we have the clues. Now what are these talents? I believe that the talents are opportunities to use your natural talents or abilities. Have you discovered that those opportunities are not something we can make? They are something that God gives.

We hear of people getting a lucky break or about no luck at all. The lucky break enables us to show our skill and ability. But it isn’t simply luck; it is God’s provision. We need to remember that God is in charge of our world and every opportunity that opens. It is not simply luck in the sense of random events. According to scripture the roll of the dice, whether or not a bird falls to the ground, the hair on our head, the weather and everything else that occurs in our world is under God’s will and omnipotence.  But according to scripture at the same time we make or break our luck – opportunities - by what we do or don’t do.  That is one of those paradoxes of the Christian life.  We have a great responsibility to choose while at the same time we proclaim the providential omnipotent care of God.  The message in this is that we need to make wise choices as we pray to God and trust his provision. 
So if we have examined these clues correctly we see that these talents in the parable represent the opportunities that God gives us to invest. That we use the ability we have to make the most of the opportunity that it may grow and increase to the glory of God.

The opportunities we are given are the talents God gives to us. They are the times when we are faced with a decision of whether we are willing to invest our lives and possibly risk losing something that we want in order that God may have something he wants.

All of us have had to or will have to answer the questions: What shall I do with my life? What am I going to do? What am I going to live for? How can I best handle this situation I am in?
You may be facing question right now. That is the moment of opportunity. Consider some answers:
Live selfishly to gain all I can for myself. 
Live in such a way I can help others in a number of ways for the sake of Jesus.

Live with a sense of dread and fear that things won’t get any better.

Live with a sense of peace and joy in the midst of the problems, trusting that God is with me and will provide.

Live with guilt because of what I have done.

Live with the knowledge that because of Jesus I am forgiven and free because he has taken my guilt and shame upon himself. 

Live with bitterness and anger because of what has happened.

Live with true freedom as you forgive the wrong that was done.

In this season of Lent as we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection it is vitally important for us to be ready for his coming at work as we wait for his return.  We need to take advantage of the opportunities that are given to serve him better. 

That is why we provide a variety of opportunities for you to grow and develop spiritually and increase your ability to share your belief and faith with others. Small groups, Bible studies, these messages I proclaim, Discussion tables, the Leadership Development Network, personal reading and study times, and now we are working on some renewal events. All of it is for you to use and invest your ability for the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Consider the opportunities God has given for you to invest in someone’s life recently.  Did you use it so that it would bring a return for God or did you use it selfishly?
The opportunity may have been concerning a friend or family member.  Did you hide that opportunity talent or use it so that it gained value?  

It may be a question about your job.

For children it may be a question of how they obey their parents, make friends and talk with them.

The talent opportunity can be a host of things. Remember that in the parable the amount given was a huge amount.

These opportunities to invest our life for the sake of God or to save it for self are God-given. They are the talents Jesus is talking about. In those decisions is a moment of crisis. We are making a decision based on two things. The first is our ability which you remember is sufficient and the second and more important is our attitude toward God. Do we desire to do his will or ours?
In the parable the Lord shows that there will come a time when the accounts will be settled. v. 19 After a long time the master returned. Jesus is hereby teaching us that his return may not be immediate. It may be a great distance in the future. But he will come, and the accounts will be settled.

The first servant comes. 5 talents 
He had gone out (v.16) at once and traded with them. Invested them. and now he says v. 20

Here then is a person who has made full use of the opportunities God has given. He may have made some wrong choices at times. He may have suffered some setbacks but here he comes joyfully saying that the master’s money has gained a 100% increase. There are 5 more talents. As a person takes proper advantage of the opportunities that are presented to him it seems that he gets more and more opportunities. Thus the servant that was faithful with the five talents has gained more opportunities to serve. And notice he comes with excitement and joy.

And the master says v.21

“Well done!” Many think that every Christian will hear that. I doubt it. Other places in scripture, notably in 1 Corinthians 3 say that some make it to heaven but have lost all their opportunity and potential because they did not use it. God will not say well done to that person.

But here in the parable the servant has done well and he does hear those words of praise and receives a reward. Notice faithful over a little. 5 talents was more than a laborer would earn in his entire life.

Rather it is a way of contrast. What is coming is so much greater that the 5 talents are nothing in comparison to what is coming.

Enter the joy of your master. Hebrews 12:2 tells us what this joy might be.  It is the joy of satisfying God, that of presenting a redeemed world unto God.

Then the man with 2 talents comes in. Like the man with 5 he too had a 100% gain. He too is full of joy and happi1y presents what he has gained for the master. He too although because his abilities were less was given less yet invested them risked them for the Lord. He used his opportunities and the Lord says the same thing to him as he had to the man with 5.

But now comes the third servant who had received 1 talent.

Notice his rehearsed speech. v.24-25
Some may feel that the Lord is too harsh with this person.

He at least has kept it safe.

But in verse 29 we have the key to it. Our purpose here on earth is to serve God. Our purpose is to increase and grow in our spiritual life so the kingdom of Heaven grows. That is the law of life. If growth does not take place life will not long remain. It is dying already. It is true of the plants and animals and of us physically and spiritually. If there is no increase, no growth then we are failing to accomplish God’s purpose in our life.

That also gives us a clue as to the nature of the opportunity that this servant buried. It was an opportunity to be reborn, to come to salvation, to know Jesus as Lord and savior. One large risk was possible turn life over to Christ or keep it selfishly for own purposes. He buried it. Did not want to have to face it. He rejected this opportunity. And his attitude shows as he gives his speech. What he is really saying is that God it’s your fault. You are too hard. You expect us to serve you and you get the benefits. You are unreasonable. If we don’t do what you want you blame us. So here is what you gave me. Just let me alone.

Notice the master does not argue. He says if that is what you thought of me why didn’t you at least turn the talent over to the bankers so that I could have had its interest.

So here it is made clear that this person did not really want to be a servant. He was not interested in his master, and so the master is justified when he throws the servant out into the outer darkness. 
The problem with this wicked servant is his attitude about his master. This is the way many people deal with God. Their wrong attitude about God -  that is God is mean, God is unconcerned with our fate, and other such things - results in an excuse to disobey. They use it as an excuse to do ignore God. 
Some Christians can develop wrong attitudes about God. They see God as unloving because of their circumstances, and they then depart from the path of obedience and joy and peace. 
In the parable you don’t read about the people who received three talents.  Imagine these possibilities: One of them squandered it all on himself. The Lord’s message was the same to him as it was to the person with the one talent who hid it. 

One of the 3 talent people did not start immediately and so was only able to gain two more talents. 

Another made some bad investments before choosing better ways and was only able to bring the increase of one talent. 

To these the master says you are my servants, well done, come and enjoy your master’s happiness.

What is this parable saying to us then?

Take advantage of the opportunity first of all to have Jesus as master. Accept him as Lord, and then take advantage of the opportunities we are given in life that we may use them for God. What are you doing with your opportunities? Are you willing to risk something for Christ’s sake?
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Scripture:  Matthew 25:14-30

Message: Using Talents

We need to make good choices rather than squandering what we have received.

Matthew 21-26 contains the events of what we call the Passion week. The parables in Matthew 24-25 call us to be Responsible, Ready, Productive, Accountable members of the Kingdom of Heaven.

Jesus told this parable during the week he was to be crucified. He was the man going on a journey.

The talents represent the opportunities that God gives us according to our abilities to serve.

How are you living as a recipient of “talent opportunities”?

The final judgment of God is either well done and come share the master’s happiness OR throw him out. 

The question is: Have you accepted Jesus as Lord and are you trying your best to serve him while waiting for his return?

