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Ignoring Invitations
(theme -  Through parables Jesus teaches the importance of accepting the invitation to the kingdom of Heaven. It is essential that you come with the right clothes.)

The parable of the Wedding Banquet is told by Jesus two days after the triumphal entry into Jerusalem. He and his disciples spend their nights in Bethany with Mary and Martha and Lazarus and other friends. This parable is told while Jesus is teaching in the temple court. Crowds are gathered around him but he is directing this parable at the Jewish religious leaders. They are already upset with Jesus. He has cleansed the temple area. Crowds of people are listening to him. The city is buzzing with what happened with the triumphal entry. 
Jesus has told many parables about the Kingdom of Heaven. He has compared it to many things, hidden treasure, pearl of great price, dragnet catching fish. etc each of these parables focuses on a slightly different aspect of that kingdom. In this parable of the wedding feast there are at least two main ideas about the Kingdom of Heaven. First is in v, 2-10 2nd v. 11-13 and then v. 14 is a conclusion to both aspects.
Here are the words of Jesus in Matthew 22:1-14.

Let us now take a careful look at this parable to see what Jesus is saying to us about the Kingdom of Heaven.
Remember a parable is an earthly story with heavenly meaning.
There is a king who gives a wedding feast for his son. This feast that is talked about here is not like the lunches or dinners that are served after a wedding here in our time. We have plenty here, but what Jesus is referring to is the typical wedding feast when he was living. These affairs often lasted 7 days. That is why at the wedding festivities at Cana so much wine was needed and if Jesus had not made more the festivities would have been cut short and dishonored the bridegroom.

At one of these wedding feasts you could expect much eating and drinking although it was not done to excess where a person would become drunk. They came together for a good time and

had a great time.

The relationship between us and Christ has been described more often as a marriage relationship. Ephesians talks about how Christ loves the church and how he presents it to himself in splendor without spot or blemish.

In Revelation 21 the church is likened to a bride adorned for her husband.

But with this we are crossing metaphors—ideas. In this parable people are invited as guests, in these other places we are the bride.

But the same main idea comes out in both-- we are invited to a royal feast given by the king.

We now look at how the king sends his invitations He sends servants to call those who are invited.

Notice that they have received an invitation to come already. Those invitations had been sent out far in advance. But now is the time for the feast and so according to the custom of the day the king sends out his servants to bid them to come. 

With this he is telling us that the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven is not something unexpected. It is not as if people had received no prior invitation and did not have time to accept.

No the invitation first went out when God called forth the Jewish nation, as his people.

And so they became his people--they had received the invitation--they heard of the good things to come. And then they were bidden to come through the prophets right up to time of Jesus Christ. 

But they would not come. This is true in the parable and the nation of Israel. Ezekiel puts this into very strong language in chap. 16 He likens Israel to a woman who had been brought up and saved by God to be his bride and then she went and committed adultery with the other gods and nations. They WOULD NOT be his people.

But now we hear of one more invitation. He sent forth other servants. v.4

This was and is being done through Jesus and his disciples and all who now proclaim the Word of God. “Come for the feast is ready” is the message that goes to those who received the invitation. And so this call is still going to the Jews to Israel. But they went their own ways--did what they thought was best- showed indifference--more thought for earthly material things than the call of salvation.  Others showed active hostility--seized, treated shamefully, and killed the servants. We read of the disciples that all but one was killed and the other-John was exiled. We also read of the many martyrs of the early church.

Therefore the King becomes very angry--not after first or second but only after third invitation. Yet people talk about a short-tempered God. Here he shows his love and grace in waiting so long before doing anything. But now he sends his armies and destroys them and their city. Spiritual end in death. Jerusalem destroyed in AD 70 which was about 40 years later by Romans. One million die. The temple was destroyed. Much of Jerusalem was destroyed.
Another day in the future is coming when all that is evil in this world will be destroyed. The Lord God Almighty will come with power that destroys evil and will renew the earth. 

In the parable the wedding feast is still ready. Those who were invited are unworthy so the king sends out his servants again. V9,10  The invitation now comes to others besides the Jews. Now goes to all.

The servants gathered those who would come. We know that many refused this offer.  Many gave excuses for not coming, and some were actively hostile to the servants. But the wedding hall was filled with those who came. Both those who had lived seemingly good lives and those who had lived bad lives. The will of the king to have his house full of guests was not upset.

So now the feast is really ready to begin. The King comes in to see his guests and welcome them personally and individually.

But as he is smiling and laughing with his guests a sudden frown crosses his face as he spots someone without a wedding garment.

With this we must remember that these people were called in off the road as they went about their work. They would not have been expected to have their best garments on and ready for the wedding. But the custom in that day for some of the royal marriages was that the king gave out wedding garments for the people to wear and keep. Upon coming in they would be given a beautiful robe to wear.
The Jews who were listening would understand this. They would also remember some verses of the Old Testament. Such as Isaiah 61:10 where it says, “I delight greatly in the LORD;  my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness.” 
They knew that Righteousness was the robe. 
What we have here is a man who came to the feast but would not accept a wedding garment from the king. He thought his own to be good enough. What this shows is Christ’s righteousness vs. our own good.  We cannot do it by ourselves.

The man had no answer to give and thus v13.

Now we come to the conclusion of the matter. V14  Notice it does not say “many called but few accept.”

That is what could be expected here, look again at invitation to come but refused or accepted. 

Yes many called—all called. A few accepted but still enough to fill wedding hall. The right expected number. 

But that is not what it says here. It says “few are chosen.”

What this is telling us in the end is that salvation is not man’s accomplishment but rather a gift of the grace of God, three invitations or more. He gives garments to wear.

Our responsibility is greatly highlighted in the previous 13 verses. We are called to accept his gracious invitations. We are called to put on the wedding garments--his righteousness. We are responsible if we do not accept what he offers us. But that is not to say we earn our salvation by doing this. No it is all a gift. But more than that God chooses those who come and sees to it that they do come. How God goes about this and accomplishes it is in his great power and knowledge. We don’t have all the answers for that.
What we must do is accept the invitation as it is given. Do not offer excuses I first must take care of my business, my farm, my family. Do not ignore this call.

Accept this invitation to the wedding feast. Come and celebrate, rejoice together.

The king has called you to come, he has sent a special invitation for you to come. Will you accept that invitation? Put on the righteousness of Christ. Realize that you are a sinner. Realize that you need his help. Come for the feast is ready.
Revelation 7

9After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10And they cried out in a loud voice:

    “Salvation belongs to our God,

    who sits on the throne,

    and to the Lamb.”

11All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying:

    “Amen!

    Praise and glory

    and wisdom and thanks and honor

    and power and strength

    be to our God for ever and ever.

    Amen!”
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Scripture:  Matthew 22:1-14

Message: Ignoring Invitations

The parable of the Wedding Banquet is told by Jesus two days after the triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  

Wedding banquets or feasts were often 7 day affairs with lots of eating and drinking.

People had been invited and now the servants go and remind them that now is the time. 

People offer their excuses after the third invitation and some even mistreat and kill the messengers.

The king destroys those who killed his servants.

Servants are sent to invite whoever is willing to listen and come.

At the wedding banquet one person is seen without the wedding robe that was provided for him.  Isaiah 61:10

The King pronounces judgment upon him.

Notice the unexpected ending.

For __________ are invited, but few ________   ________________.

Revelation 7:9-12

